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Eastern lowa Airport 'not immune' to crisis facing small
airports

Decreased passenger traffic, regional airlines' finances make CID 'vulnerable'

As Eastern lowa Airport finishes the summer travel season, the airport is in a financial position it's
never been in before — projecting a loss for the 2020-21 budget.

It's not unique to the Eastern lowa area. Airports across the country are facing financial strains as
business and leisure travelers alike hold off on air travel during the novel coronavirus pandemic.

For every one passenger going through a Transportation Security Administration checkpoint on
Sept. 30, there were more than three on that day a year ago.

That is similar to what the Cedar Rapids-based airport is seeing.

Passenger totals have increased every month since April — but August numbers still were down
63.2 percent from 2019 levels.

Even with record-high traffic in January and February, passenger numbers were down 52.4
percent through the first eight months of the year.

Meanwhile, Delta Air Lines suspended its nonstop service to Atlanta. Airport director Marty Lenss
said that is “directly related to the drop-off in business traffic.”

Eastern lowa Airport saw a 112 percent decline in net operating revenue through the first two
months of the 2020-21 fiscal year, which started in July. Lenss said the airport is using
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security, or CARES, Act funding, federal grants and reserve
funds to cover the loss in operating revenue.

https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/business/eastern-iowa-airport-not-immune-to-crisis-facing-small-airports-20201002 1/9



10/2/2020 Eastern lowa Airport 'not immune' to crisis facing small airports | The Gazette

Looking For a New SUV? Build Your Own CX-9 Today [%

By Mazda

“We're optimistic, but we're still being very conservative and very mindful of the fluid situation
we're in,” Lenss said.

Eastern lowa Airport still is in a relatively fortuitous position, though, without any debt despite
recent major renovations.

Lenss also still is hopeful the Federal Aviation Administration will allow the airport to implement
its health screening program to “help restore confidence in air travel and get the passengers

back.”

The temperature checks with secondary screening for those with a fever were supposed to start
in September with temperature checks, but the FAA blocked the use of any funds for it in

August.

https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/business/eastern-iowa-airport-not-immune-to-crisis-facing-small-airports-20201002 2/9


https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/business/Federal%20Aviation%20Administration
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N843334.1748112NATIVOINC/B24104378.276204282;dc_trk_aid=471436713;dc_trk_cid=131820225;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N843334.1748112NATIVOINC/B24104378.276204282;dc_trk_aid=471436713;dc_trk_cid=131820225;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N843334.1748112NATIVOINC/B24104378.276204282;dc_trk_aid=471436713;dc_trk_cid=131820225;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N843334.1748112NATIVOINC/B24104378.276204282;dc_trk_aid=471436713;dc_trk_cid=131820225;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=

10/2/2020

Eastern lowa Airport 'not immune' to crisis facing small airports | The Gazette

“We hope to hear from the FAA this week, but every day that goes by, it becomes more difficult,”
Lenss said this past Thursday.

“If we heard tomorrow (from the FAA), | think it'd be a little aggressive to say we could have it up
and running for the Thanksgiving holiday rush. But we absolutely would have it up and running
before the Christmas rush.”

Cargo

Freight traffic has been a bright spot for the airport, with enplaned cargo up 8.5 percent through
the first eight months of 2020.

When the expansion of the west cargo apron is complete in spring 2021, UPS will have eight
times more square footage at the airport, likely leading to future growth in cargo traffic.

That still doesn't make up for the losses in passengers, though.
“Cargo by itself is certainly not enough to fund our airport operations,” Lenss said.
“We got to get the passenger traffic going.”

Lenss said it's important to fly local during the pandemic, similar to how the Cedar Rapids Metro
Economic Alliance has emphasized shopping_local with its rally C.A.P. program.
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Driving to other states to fly would “export our transportation investment dollars into another
community,” Lenss said.

At the same time, the coronavirus has dealt a serious blow to many of the regional airlines that
operate flights to or from Eastern lowa for major airlines.

In 2018, 78 percent of departures from Eastern lowa Airport came via regional airlines, according
to the Washington, D.C.-based Regional Airline Association.

SkyWest, the largest regional in the country, has seen its stock price drop to half since the start of
2020.

American Airlines, United Airlines and Delta Air Lines all rely on SkyWest for flights out of Eastern
lowa, according to SkyWest's website.

“It will hit small communities exponentially harder than major marketplaces,” Lenss said.

“I think the entire state of lowa is vulnerable. | don't think CID” — Eastern lowa Airport’s aviation
code letters — “is immune. | don't think Des Moines is immune.”

A quarter of lowa commercial airports already have been feeling the pressure of airlines’ cuts.
American suspended all its flights fromm Dubuque starting_in October and tried to do the same
in Sioux City.

The Sioux City airport used protections from the federal Essential Air Service program to keep
American flights for another 90 days.

Lenss said that may bring some passengers that would've gone to Dubuque to Cedar Rapids.

“There’s certainly going to be shifts in the market when an airline pulls out of a community,”
Lenss said.
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Having a sizable manufacturing base, the University of lowa and several food production
businesses insulates Eastern lowa Airport from some of this downturn, Lenss said. But the
airport “can’t be complacent.”

He has his “fingers crossed for an easy winter.” A more severe winter means more expenses.

“If we have a hard winter, that usually means a lot of overtime, a lot of diesel fuel and a lot of de-
icing fluid,” Lenss said. “A lot, of course, that's out of our control.”

With airport staff trying to keep costs that are within its control down, it could take three years to
be back in a financially comfortable position.

“We should be OK,” Lenss said.

“We could in a three-year period get things back on track, but you have a lot of moving pieces to
that”

Comments: (319) 398-8394; john.steppe@thegazette.com
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Mediacom no longer reporting outages from derecho, but some customers still without internet and cable

United Way of East Central lowa receives $10,000 derecho relief donation

Trump executive order prevents racial bias training_at Collins Aerospace, BAE Systems

Mediacom pushes to restore internet almost seven weeks after storm
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BAE Systems expects to break ground on $139 million Cedar Rapids facility in October
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We value your trust and work hard to provide fair, accurate coverage. If you have found an error or
omission in our reporting, tell us here.

Or if you have a story idea we should look into? Tell us here.
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No. 6 lowa City West beats No. 10 Dubuque Senior in return from 3-week hiatus

University of lowa President Bruce Harreld retiring_early

Waukee's Payton Sandfort commits to lowa men’s basketball program

Veterans call out Theresa Greenfield for not recognizing Joni Ernst’s military service

https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/business/eastern-iowa-airport-not-immune-to-crisis-facing-small-airports-20201002 9/9


https://www.thegazette.com/subject/sports/iowa-prep-sports/football/no-6-iowa-city-west-beats-no-10-dubuque-senior-in-return-from-3-week-hiatus-20201001
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/education/university-of-iowa-president-bruce-harreld-retiring-retirement-leaving-job-20201001
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/sports/hawkeyes/iowa-mens-basketball/waukees-payton-sandfort-commits-to-iowa-mens-basketball-program-20201001
https://www.thegazette.com/veterans-call-out-theresa-greenfield-for-not-recognizing-joni-ernsts-military-service-20201001

